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December 2020

Dear Members
After the extraordinary events of 2020, I hope you enjoy a peaceful and happy holiday
season. As we all know, we are so lucky in this country to be able to enjoy a festive
season, unlike in so many other parts of the globe. It is a great reminder that we have
so much to treasure here in New Zealand with its varied terrain and its unique heritage.
Despite having to re-schedule events and delay our AGM due to Covid, during the past
three months we have enjoyed some excellent events and maintained our focus on
Parnell and its environs.
Remember, if you would like to take a more active role in Parnell Heritage or to help
in any way, please contact Sue (who looks after our administration) at
andreassensue@gmail.com / 09 846 7661 / 022 647 5155.
With best wishes,
Julie Hill
Chair
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Auckland Heritage Festival – Uncover the Secrets and Stories of Tāmaki Makaurau

Kilbryde, Logan Campbell's home in Parnell Park, Auckland 1917 - This painting illustrates the garden levels
and the Monks Walk (far right). Artist: Haylock, Arthur Lagden, 1860-1948. Ref: B-061-011. Alexander Turnbull
Library, Wellington, New Zealand records/22757673
On a pleasant Saturday afternoon in October, thirty of us met with John Adam, a garden historian, at the Rose
Garden end of Dove-Myer Robinson Park. John led us around to the current tea rooms, and we gathered
under the trees and tried to imagine the scene over a hundred years ago. As a landscape historian, John has
researched in detail how the park has evolved and has been shaped by its various custodians.
Built by Sir John Logan Campbell in
1881 in the Italianate style, the
backdrop to Kilbryde would have
been the large pohutakawa tree
that still presides over the park.
This tree, already 155 years old in
1915, must have been a seedling
in 1760! The house looked out
over the harbour. It was built of
stone, taking two to three years to
be completed. Emma Cracroft
Wilson, who became the wife of
Sir John, was brought up in India
and appreciated the need for
trees to combat drought. Her
father, Sir John Cracroft Wilson,
Sir John Logan Campbell enjoying his garden…
(Photo: Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 7-A4580)

THE Quarterly NEWS from

was a member of Parliament and a pioneer in forestry conservation in New Zealand. Emma encouraged tree
planting around the house with evergreens and conifers. John Adam pointed out the site of the very large
fountain which was located on the lower terrace of the Kilbryde garden. Terraces, fountains and formal flower
beds were typical of the Italianate garden style.
Finally, in 1924 the house was demolished. It is believed that much of the resulting stone material was used
for the paths of the park, since covered in asphalt.
We walked on towards the cliff
edge where slips have occurred
over the ages. We stopped under
the colourful erythrina sykesii tree
with its coral flowers, in the area
known as ‘Robbie’s lawn’, near the
site of the fountain. This area is
named after Sir Dove-Myer
Robinson, who banned the
discharge of sewage into the
harbour ensuring that today we can
enjoy the beaches and sea that we
take so much for granted. There
are discreet Dutch and South
Korean memorials under the trees.
This is where the Erebus memorial
will go, although on a far larger
scale than the existing monuments.
The inevitable disruption and
earthworks involved in building
such a large structure will have an
impact on the remaining heritage in
the vicinity, and many feel it will
dominate this secluded sylvan area.
We walked on towards Judges Bay and heard the St Stephens Tararua Church bell chiming. This was such a
timely reminder to us all of the rich history of the area. That same sound would have been heard by so many
people throughout the ages.
John pointed out where Lady Mary Martin’s hospital would have been. Married to William Martin, New
Zealand's first Chief Justice, Mary began the hospital in 1842 together with her friend, Elizabeth Smith. Many
Maori people were helped there and given food, good rest, herbal poultices and remedies.
Finally, we made our way back to our starting point at the top entrance to the park. A very enjoyable and
interesting way to spend a Saturday afternoon!

THE Quarterly NEWS from
Afternoon Tea in Takutai Street!

We are very grateful to Tom Bowden (above right) who opened his home for us, made fruit punch
and mulled wine for us, and certainly gave us all an afternoon to remember.
4 Takutai Street is the first stone house built by Bishop
Selwyn in 1857 for Rev George Kissling. Tom’s family has
lived here for 97 years. Also, we enjoyed Tom’s display
of exceptional 19th Century New Zealand artwork and
listened to a presentation by art expert, Assoc. Professor
Leonard Bell. In addition, the Reverend Dr Warren
Limbrick told us all about the Selwyn houses.
Warren told us that George August Selwyn was a
remarkable man with a strong physique, and he had
rowed for Cambridge. He arrived in Auckland with a
diverse group of people with similar vision. There was
Arthur Purchas, an innovative surgeon and vicar of
Onehunga; John Kinder, a teacher and painter; Frederick
Thatcher, architect, and secretary to Sir George Gray.
Together with Selwyn, Thatcher designed many New
Zealand churches, which were constructed of native
timber in the Gothic Revival style, including St Stephen’s
Chapel, as well as hospitals and schools.
As Warren said, “Benjamin Strange knew how to do foundations.” He was the mason of many
Auckland houses still proudly standing in stone, the raw materials coming from Rangitoto and Mt
Eden, and he had lived in Tom’s house at one stage.
Next Professor Len Bell gave us a very comprehensive overview of 19th and 20th Century artists and
one of his beautiful books was raffled.
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2020 Annual General Meeting
Again, we enjoyed the great hospitality of The Parnell Hotel. Poor
Chairperson Julie had just fallen and fractured her arm, so she was unable to
attend but her report was read and Alastair Bell, Treasurer, chaired the
meeting. He was delighted to present Mary Barry (in photo to the right) with
a special presentation of Honorary Life Membership of Parnell Heritage in
recognition of her great contribution.
Then Joanna Boileau spoke about the 1918 influenza epidemic and the use of Kilbryde as a hospital.
Worldwide, the epidemic killed 3% of the global population of 50-60 million. Surprisingly, Joanna
told us the source of the virus was thought to be Kansas, USA. In New Zealand at least 9,000 people
died, about half as many New Zealanders as had died in the whole of the First World War. No other
event has killed so many New Zealanders in such a short time. As with today’s pandemic, hospitals
and medical staff were challenged to cope with the influx, and there was a nationwide call for nurses
along with buildings for use as hospitals. The NZ situation was exacerbated by the fact that many
nurses and doctors had volunteered overseas, but likewise there were resource networks run by
women set up in NZ to help families during WW1 who contributed greatly to local support. Many
schools and large buildings were used as hospitals, and Kilbryde was one of these led by Dr Fairclough
and Sister Bennett.
Kilbryde, a magnificent house of 7,700 square feet, was built in 1881 by Sir John Logan Campbell in
what is now the Dove-Myer Robinson Park. In 1918 up to 65 patients could be cared for at Kilbryde,
which had been made more cheerful after several years of neglect, and it was run very efficiently and
cleanly. As today, there were often conflicting messages of advice received by the public about the
epidemic and varying levels of lockdown imposed. In its aftermath, the 1920 Health Act was put in
place.
By 1919 people began to return to their ordinary lives. Kilbryde was kept open as an emergency
hospital. In 1921, again the building had fallen into disrepair and was condemned, and it was
demolished in 1924.
Beth O’Loughlin introduced Allan Matson (with Alastair in
photo to left), architect and preserver of Auckland’s
heritage, President of the Civic Trust, Auckland, since 2007.
Allan told us that from the age of 10, when he went to live
in England, a florin coin had sparked his interest and led to
his coin collection and love of heritage. Accompanied by
fascinating photographs, in his presentation Allan
described multiple heritage sites in Auckland and
bemoaned the loss of far too many.
Alastair Bell thanked the two speakers and gave gifts in
appreciation. He then acknowledged Cr Desley Simpson and Colin Davies member, Orakei Local
Board, who attended and invited Desley to say a few words. Desley said that she did have some good
news for the area, with three heritage sites now listed: Remuera Primary School gates, which have
the names of pupils who went to war, the Remuera Post Office and the building used by Harvey
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Furnishings in the Upland Road shops. Also, Desley suggested that as the Local Board is the first to
review whether a site would be notified or non-notified, it is important to keep in touch with the
board and let it know what properties are coming up for development.

Parnell Rose Festival
This was another lovely occasion amongst the profusion of roses at the Parnell Rose Festival. The
weather was perfect and, judging by the crowds that came by the Parnell Heritage stall, everyone
had a great time. As well as selling our various publications, we offered rose tea and chocolate
cupcakes to everyone who came by.

Erebus Memorial Update

What a shame the Erebus memorial could not be positioned similarly to Marcelo Orellana’s beautiful
sculpture, Dock of Souls, that is in Chile – see photo on right above. As you know, on 17th November
2020 the Waitematā Local Board narrowly voted to give landowner’s consent for the memorial to be
erected in the small Dove-Myer Robinson Park.

Marriott’s Grocery, 410 Parnell Road
In October, Parnell Heritage was a submitter in opposition to the application by Andra Trading
Limited for a Resource Consent to build an over-height development at 401-403 Parnell Road. This
is the character-supporting building, Marriotts Grocery, that was built in the early 1900s. In recent
decades, this building was home to London Hair Salon and Maggie Potter Boutique (MP). This portion
of Parnell Road is identified in the Auckland Unitary Plan (AUP) as " Special Character Overlay AreaBusiness: Parnell". It is Parnell's town centre. There is a height control in this area of 13 metres.
For two days in late November, Parnell Heritage representatives attended the hearing in front of
Commissioners. We were supported by the expert evidence of Graeme Burgess, an architect with
heritage expertise. The applicant proposes to build a six-storey apartment building which would be
the tallest building on the entire Western side of Parnell Road. The proposed building exceeds the
building height standard for occupiable building height by almost 100%. The other significant
concern is the safety of pedestrians. The proposal does not have sufficient regard to prioritise
pedestrian safety. Every submitter against the proposal expressed concern about the safety of
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people walking in front of the "fake shop front" that was to become a roller door allowing entry to
the building's carparks. There will be a decision by the Commissioners in due course, but this may be
some weeks away.
We hope to meet the costs we have incurred as a submitter by appealing to the membership for
donations. We have established a special account for these donations. We would be most
appreciative of any support members can offer. Please contact Julie if you would like to know more.

Parnell Rise in 1907 just below the Marriott business

If you have any suggestions for future events, or local places/history/people in which you are
interested, and which might be suitable subjects for events, please don’t hesitate to contact Sue via
the details given below.
www.parnellheritage.org.nz
contact: enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz / PO Box 37100, Parnell 1151

