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Dear Members
Yes, it’s definitely that time of year again! We hope you will all enjoy a wonderful festive season and
a great summer too.
Sadly, this is the last letter I (Mary) will be writing for Parnell Heritage as Tom and I move to the Bay
of Plenty in the New Year. I am so very sad to be leaving Parnell which has been home for so long,
but with family members in Tauranga it seems the best plan for us all.
We have enjoyed several interesting events over the past three months, and these are detailed in
the newsletter.
Remember, if you would like to take a more active role in Parnell Heritage or to help in any way,
please contact Sue (who looks after our administration) at andreassensue@gmail.com / 09 846 7661
/ 022 647 5155.
With best wishes,
Co-Chairs: Mary Barry and Julie Hill
Farewell Mary!
All of us on the Executive, and no doubt all our members too, are going to miss Mary greatly. A
member of Parnell Heritage since 2011 and Co-Chair since 2012, Mary has worked tirelessly for the
heritage of Parnell. Always smiling, always fun, always warm and positive, Mary has exemplified the
role of Chairperson and leader of a society. We have been very lucky to have such a leader.
Mary, we wish you and Tom every happiness for the future and we have no doubt you will quickly
make your new dwelling into a wonderful home for you both. The people of the Bay of Plenty are
very lucky to be gaining such a resident!
With love from us all,
Julie, Alastair, Joanna, Graham, John, Beth, Rob, Sue and Members of Parnell Heritage

THE Quarterly NEWS from
Auckland Heritage Festival – A Celebration of Books on ‘Early Encounters’
In keeping with the theme of this year’s Festival, First Journeys and Encounters, we held an event at
the Arcadia Bookshop in Newmarket. We were very grateful to Doris Mousdale who kindly hosted
us all at her delightful shop (see Doris below on the right) and it was a most enjoyable event.
The presentations given are detailed below:


The Very Revd Dr Warren Limbrick
spoke about the 2nd edition of his
book on St Stephens, Taurarua: The
History and Significance of the Judge’s
Bay Chapels. He gave some most
interesting anecdotes about the
people of those times. The first chapel
on the site collapsed due to soil
movement.
The second existing
chapel is in the typical carpenter
gothic style. In the 1840’s, Sir William Martin, the first Chief Justice of NZ, and his wife Mary Ann,
along with William Swainson, Attorney General, and Bishop George Selwyn with his wife Sarah,
were some of the first new residents of the area. Mary Ann Martin, who had learnt Te Reo Māori
on the voyage to NZ and had expertise in natural medicine, set up a small Māori hospital. The
new settlements were supplied with food, fuel, building materials by Māori people from outlying
areas and Mary Ann recognised their need, at times, for medical help. The hospital comprised
three rooms: for women, for men and for whanau.
Warren referred also to Bishop Selwyn’s wife, Sarah. On a camping trip near Waikanae, the local
Māori asked her for advice on the different cuts of pork for market while cutting up wild pig. In
her diary she commented, “This was something we bishops’ wives are never called upon to do in
our home country!”



Joanna Boileau spoke about her book Starch Work by Experts on Chinese laundries in New
Zealand. Joanna gave a Heritage Talk about this work in the Parnell Library, and a report on this
follows.



Councillor Mike Lee spoke about his book Navigators and Naturalists – French Exploration of New
Zealand and the Pacific (1769-1824). This is a work of great breadth covering vast distances, in
five parts: o Louis Antoine de Bougainville – the first French explorer to circumnavigate the world, at
the time of the European quest for enlightenment and knowledge;
o Jean-François-Marie de Surville, a merchant captain;
o The tragic figure of Marc-Joseph Marion du Fresne, who died in the Bay of Islands in 1772;
o The time of American War of Independence, French Revolution and Napoleon Bonaparte.
Many of the French explorers went to North America serving in the French navy, notably
winning against the British navy at Chesapeake Bay enabling the defeat of the British and
the establishment of the USA; and
o Natural sciences – the successful French scientific visit to NZ in 1824.
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Helen Laurenson, Chair of Eden Epsom Historical Society, spoke about her History of Mount Eden,
which brought back childhood memories for many of those present.

Heritage Talk to Launch Starch Work by Experts
We are again grateful to the
Parnell Library where we hosted
an event to celebrate the launch
of Joanna Boileau’s book, Starch
Work by Experts. Five years ago,
Joanna was commissioned by the
Chinese Heritage Trust to research
and write this remarkable book covering the history of
Chinese laundries.
Back in the 19th Century the poll tax was unfairly charged to
Chinese people, starting at £10 and rising to rising to £100 in
1896 (equivalent to $19,000 today). At the end of the gold rush, laundries were one of the industries
taken on by Chinese people. They involved specialised twelve-step processes for starching collars
and shirts and with men’s fashions unchanged for fifty years the demand was great. The efficiency
and perfectionist attitude of these laundries were great: everything was folded in a certain way,
wrapped in brown paper and tied with string, and meticulously stored and labelled. Finally, in the
1960’s/1970’s, when households had their own washing machines and fashions and fabrics had
changed, many of the laundries closed.
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Parnell Rose Festival
This was another lovely occasion amongst the profusion of roses at the
Parnell Rose Festival. The weather was perfect and, judging by the
crowds that came by the Parnell Heritage stall, everyone had a great
time. As well as selling our various publications, we offered rose tea
and chocolate cupcakes to everyone who came by. And we were selling
the very rare Parnell Heritage rose which were quickly snapped up.

Erebus Memorial Update
Following our letter to the Ministry for
Culture and Heritage about the siting of
the memorial in the Dove-Myer
Robinson Park which was published in the
New Zealand Herald alerting residents to
these plans, the consent process has
been delayed further. The latest reports
on The Herald website indicate that the
final plans are yet to be presented.
According to the Ministry, there are
changes to the plans that were presented originally to the community consultation, with the
memorial wall extending 1 metre into the dripline of the large pohutakawa tree (originally a distance
of 30cm to 50cm under the tree canopy had been given), but that the monument’s foundations are
designed so that the future growth of the tree will not be impeded. However, local independent
Waitematā Board member, Rob Thomas, understands consent is sought for excavations to go 2.5m
under the canopy, and also that the originally presented plans did not show the internal and external
spotlights and the large beaming light underneath the structure. The final consent for the project
will now be sought next year with an independent commissioner to decide whether or not to invite
public input into the resource consent process.
Future Event
We are hoping to hold a garden party in January to say a fond farewell to Mary and Tom. Once
confirmed, we will send out details as soon as possible.

If you have any suggestions for future events, or local places/history/people in which you are
interested, and which might be suitable subjects for events, please don’t hesitate to contact Sue via
the details given below.
www.parnellheritage.org.nz
contact: enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz / PO Box 37100, Parnell 1151

