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December 2017 

 

Dear Members 

The Executive wish you all a very happy festive holiday 
season with opportunities to give and receive kindness and 
goodwill.  Thank you for your support and help during 2017.  
It is appreciated greatly, and the enjoyment of our events is 
shared by us all. 

Don’t forget that a set of our Journals make an excellent gift, especially to someone 
with an interest in history.  These Journals cover many stories of Parnell's unique past 
with details of interesting characters who have contributed so much to our city.  We 
are selling sets of five Journals for the special price of $20 each – a great buy!  Also we 
have heritage cards on sale ($15 for a set of 4), and we are very pleased to be 
marketing Graham Bush’s acclaimed book From Survival to Revival: Auckland's Public 
Transport since 1860 at $15 each (+ postage) – another great gift idea.  To arrange 
purchase/delivery of any of these items, please phone Sue on 09 846 7661 or email 
enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz.  

Since our September Newsletter we have enjoyed several excellent events and full 
details of these follow.  One of the most notable was “Hats off to Heritage” when 
Kinder House was filled with many elegant attendees wearing their best hats and 
outfits.   

As you know, our team of Executive members meet each month to address current 
local issues and to plan events.  We would welcome new members to the Executive 
and we encourage you to offer to join our team – with its diverse members our 
meetings are always inspiring and helpful to the wider community.   

Also, we welcome new members to the society and, of course, your input on any 
relevant matter and your suggestions for future events.  Please do contact us by email 
on enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz or call secretary Sue on 09 846 7661. 

 

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, 

Co-Chairs:  Mary Barry and Julie Hill 

 

  



THE Quarterly NEWS from 

 
2017 Annual General Meeting 

The Renaissance Room at the Quality Inn was an excellent venue 
for our AGM in September and we all enjoyed a very convivial 
evening.  After the meeting, our guest speaker was Mr Andrew 
Moyes (photo right), Managing Director of Nicholson & Co., 
Malvern, Worcestershire. 

Nicholson & Co. was founded in 1841 (as was Parnell!).  The 
founder, John Nicholson, died in 1895 and Andrew is the seventh 
Managing Director in 175 years.  Nicholson & Co. is one of three 
firms in the UK capable of building large organs of the scale of Holy 
Trinity’s. 

How do they design and build such a large organ?  It is rare to have the opportunity to design 
a brand-new cathedral organ.  On the strength of their organ design for the Llandaff Cathedral 
in Wales, they were invited to Auckland in 2012 to give a proposal for the new organ.  Andrew, 
accompanied by their Tonal Director who designs specifically for the acoustics, came out.  
Originally there was a bridge in the cathedral which broke the building into two parts.  So, 
Andrew saw a great opportunity for the organ to be built in the space where the bridge was, 
a perfect space in the middle of the building.   

Organ builders have two criteria:   

1 it is a musical instrument so sound is paramount 
2 it is a huge piece of furniture so how it looks is very important. 

If the organ is put in a chamber, it cannot be heard properly.  So, the pipes need to be in a 
position where the congregation can see them and receive the high frequencies of sound, 
from the smaller pipes, clearly.  The big pipes (32’ long) give low frequency sound which will 
spread well everywhere and thus may be hidden.  In the Holy Trinity, these two aspects came 
together very well with excellent acoustics and visuals. 

The original organ in the cathedral was placed where it was difficult to be heard and hence 
needed to ‘shout’ which was not good, ie it had to be played with more force and would lose 
the finer nuances.  They employed a Frenchman, Didier Grassin, who worked for an American 
organ building company, and he came up with a very ingenious design without visiting the 
building by placing the organ where the two parts of the building collide: the more austere 
1930’s design and the Maori-inspired nave.  This has changed completely the cathedral’s 
interior. 

How is the organ built?  It took 20 months to build.  It was so large it would not fit into the 
factory so was built in three sections and only came together in Auckland.  It took 6 months 
to install, two teams of four men in 6 week relays.  The final installation took place at the 
beginning of 2017 and it was finished at Easter. 
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What are the components of the organ?  There are 5,432 pipes ranging from the biggest at 
32’ long to the smallest that is the size of one’s little finger.  The biggest pipe is made of wood 
and weighs two-thirds of a tonne and is built in three sections.  This organ is the biggest to 
have been built in the UK for 63 years.  The organ weighs 40 tonnes.  It was packed into seven 
40’ containers which were loaded into the ex-refrigerator holds of the ships to give extra 
protection. 

There are two consoles where the organist sits: one on 
top of the transept and the other is a mobile console that 
can be wheeled around.  The connection from the 
consoles to the pipes is digital.  The sound itself is made 
by air blown through the pipes.  The air is generated by 
six electric blowers. 

The Holy Trinity organ is the largest musical instrument in New Zealand and the largest organ 
in Australasia.  Why is it so big?  This is due to the acoustic space and to give a large tonal 
palette.  The bigger the organ the greater the variety of tonality.  The Auckland organ is very 
versatile and has an enormous repertoire of performance potential. 

 

Medical Transport – Back in the Old Days! 

The Ashford Litter, photographed here, was so called as 
it was produced by a doctor from Ashford in Kent in 
1906.  It cost 2s/6d for each ‘ride’ carrying people up to 
Auckland Hospital!  This was one of the artefacts 
supplied by the St John archivists who gave us 
fascinating insights into medical transport for our event 
at the Selwyn Library on 1st October.  They also brought 
along a 1972 Dodge ambulance which they parked 
outside, and showed us photographs of ambulances 
through the ages. 

Mr Guy Marks spoke about the Order of St John which can be traced back to 1099.  Gerard the Blessed 
started a hospice to help the needy, sick and injured.  In 1880’s St John in the United Kingdom was 
almost lost, but the French Order of St John encouraged people to continue.  The main purpose is to 
teach first aid.  In 1885 St John doctors arrived in NZ to teach first aid, and those who learnt it formed 
groups that became the St John Ambulance Brigade.  In 1920 St John started to get involved with 
ambulances and by 1932 had taken over responsibility for ambulances in Auckland. 

Peter, a retired ambulance driver, described what it is like to drive an ambulance.  In the early days, 
the vehicles were Austin Elans and had to be crank-started and there were no front brakes.  The next 
make used was Buick, and several different makes have been used through the ages.  The tyres have 
improved gradually to give a more comfortable ride until finally air tyres were used.  Women drivers 
started in 1982.  The new yellow/black colour scheme was introduced in 2015.  Ambulances do 
100,000 km in the city before going to rural areas for a further 4-500,000 km, and then they are 
decommissioned.   
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We were very grateful also to Nina 
Crawford and helpers from the American 
Field Service who brought along the 
replica of a WWI ambulance.  Nina spoke 
about AFS which started in WWI when 
American soldiers, some in their teens, 
wanted to help, and the volunteers 
continued during WWII in Burma, India, 
Egypt, etc.  In 1947 Stephen Velatti, a 
volunteer, wanted to see more arise 
from the War service and called a 
meeting when it was decided to form a legacy for the future.  This was the student exchange 
programme which is now 70 years old.  The programme started with US hosting students from nine 
different countries, NZ being one of these right at the start.   

 

Hats off to Heritage 

Over fifty fine hats and fancy outfits were displayed 
by those attending this event at Kinder House last 
month.  As well as a useful rehearsal for Melbourne 
Cup outfits, the life of Parnell’s celebrity hatter, 
Lindsay Kennett, was celebrated.  He made hats for 
the rich and famous from his salon in Parnell during 
the 1950’s to 1970’s. 

Hilary Hunt, Lindsay’s biographer from Dunedin, was 
hosted by Parnell Heritage.  She gave fascinating 
insights into Lindsay's childhood at Glenorchy (head of Lake Wakatipu).  Disillusioned by school work, 
as a boy he developed a love of drawing and later became an award-winning window-dresser for 
Kirkcaldies in Wellington.  His career as a milliner took off just before the 1953-4 royal tour when his 
elegant creations were in great demand by the ladies who would be meeting Her Majesty. 

 

Prizes were awarded for the best hats and 
outfits.  These were judged by Doris de Pont 
of the Fashion Museum, pictured on the 
right presenting one of the prizes. 
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2017 Parnell Rose Festival 

Despite a wet and chilly start to this event, the sun did come out and we all enjoyed the beauty 
of the day.  Our Parnell Heritage stall was well-received and especially the specimens of the 
rare Parnell Heritage rose that we had on sale. 

For those of you who missed this event, it is not too late to buy one of these exceptional 
plants as a few remained at the end of the day.  To buy one, please contact John Waterson 
on 021 087 08635. 

 

Parnell Street Names 

As mentioned in our September newsletter, we are planning a publication to give an inventory 
of all the street names in Parnell, with interesting background details when possible.  This will 
comprise the date the street was formed or dedicated, the origin of the name, any changes 
in the street’s name and anything else of interest regarding the street or its name.  For 
purposes of the project, Parnell is defined generally as the suburban area of inner Auckland 
bounded by The Strand on the north, Hobson Bay on the east, Cowie Street on the south and 
The Domain on the west.  If any of you can offer information on the naming of specific roads, 
please let us know (our contact details are at the end of this newsletter). 

 

Publications 

We are very pleased to report that the Parnell Heritage Journal No. 7 is about to be printed.  
Joanna Boileau and her committee have worked tirelessly to produce another high quality 
publication and we are very grateful for their inspiration and hard work.  We look forward to 
the launch of this latest journal at the Parnell Library early next year. 

As well as our journals, Parnell Baths: a jewel in Auckland’s crown and heritage cards that we 
have on sale, we are offering for sale the acclaimed book From Survival to Revival: Auckland's 
Public Transport since 1860 (Grantham House, 2014) by Executive member, Graham Bush.  
This 364-page book covers all aspects of Auckland’s public transport throughout its history 
and is offered at a special price of $21.50, including postage.  To order items please use 
contact details below. 

 

Dr Limbrick’s 2nd Edition of A History of St Stephen’s Chapel, Judges Bay 

If you are interested in this book and would like to be invited to its launch next year, please 
email your details to enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz.  

 

www.parnellheritage.org.nz 

contact:  enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz / 09 846 7661 / PO Box 37100, Parnell 1151 


