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Manor House at Le Quesnoy, France: 
Site of NZ Memorial Museum Trust Museum and Visitors’ Centre, opening April 2023 

 

 

Dear Members 

 

Last month we were delighted to be able to hold our first event since Covid 
interrupted all our routines – a delightful get-together at the welcoming 
premises of Parnell RSC.  Details follow in this Newsletter.  

Also, we give details of our event during Auckland Heritage Week, when the 
theme for 2022 is Topography, taonga and trailblazers of Tāmaki Makaurau, 
which repeats the 2021 theme as those events had to be Covid-dropped.    

We have sent you several emails on the subject of the new government housing 
intensification laws, and details follow of the current position.  

Remember, if you would like to take a more active role in Parnell Heritage and 
join our friendly Executive team, or to help in any way, please contact Sue (who 
looks after our administration) on andreassensue@gmail.com / 022 647 5155.     

 

With best wishes, 
Chair: Julie Hill 
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Event at Parnell Returned Servicemen Club  

Over 40 people came along to this event on 22nd May, and we all 
appreciated the hospitality and congenial atmosphere at the 
RSC – thanks especially to the Club’s Rick McKenzie and his team 
who were so helpful and welcoming.  We all enjoyed afternoon 
tea together and then welcomed our first speaker, Greg Moyle, 
financial adviser and active supporter of charities and 
communities.   

Greg had retired as a Major in the 3rd Auckland (Countess of Ranfurly’s own) and Northland Battalion 
of the NZ Army after 37 years’ service,  having been awarded the Efficiency Decoration, bar and clasp.  
He had been deployed to the Solomon Islands (2005) and East Timor (2006), as well as an attachment 
with the British Army in 1983.  

Greg described the battle scene faced by the soldiers of the 3rd New Zealand (Rifle) Brigade one week 
before the end of World War I, on 4th November 1918, outside the walls and moat of the medieval 
town of Le Quesnoy in north-eastern France.   The town had been in German hands since 1914 and 
inside the walls more than 2,000 German troops held the French residents captive.  Rather than 
bombing the historic town to gain access with inevitable loss of life, they decided to climb over the 
ramparts.  They scaled the outer walls, but then faced the even higher inner walls and at 30’ long their 
ladders were too short.  However, with the help of a ledge at ground level to give them more height, 
2nd Lt Leslie Averilll and Sgt Reginald Hird managed to get over, followed by the rest of the New Zealand 
soldiers, and liberated the town. 

The people of Le Quesnoy have never forgotten and even today New Zealanders 
who visit are given a special welcome.   

Greg was pleased to announce that in April 2023 
the NZ Memorial Museum Trust will be opening a 
New Zealand Museum and Visitors Centre at Le Quesnoy.   A fine 1890’s 
manor house on 2.5 acres has been acquired and the Trust has raised 
$4-5 million for its renovations, which will include 
nine maisonettes which can be used by visitors 
from New Zealand.   
 
As Mayor Marie-Sophie Lesne (right) reflects, “We 

will always be very grateful to the men from your country for liberating our town.  
Our bond is very strong with New Zealand.  It will never be forgotten.”  For those 
who paid the ultimate price, friendship is theirs too.  “They rest here with us, and 
we care for them like our own sons.”  

Lawyer Chris Moore spoke next about his father, 
Sir Patrick Moore, OBE, who served as Medical 
Officer to the 28th Māori Battalion in World War 
II.  The Battalion consisted of volunteers.  Fluent 
in Māori, Pat made lifelong friendships and served 
throughout the Italian campaign.  He was very 
aware of the effect of war on the soldiers and 
realised too that their chances of survival were 
vastly improved when wounds were treated as 
soon as possible.    
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On leaving the Battalion at the end of the War, the Commanding Officer said, "You were not the most 
academic doctor.  You may not necessarily have been the most brave, but you were, definitely, the 
most Māori."  He was made Patron and a Life Member of the 28th Battalion, an honour he valued 
greatly.   After the War he became an Ear Nose and Throat specialist, and his close association with 
Māori continued.  He developed mobile ear clinics on the East Coast which contributed greatly to the 
reduction in ear disease, especially amongst children.   In 1992 he was knighted for his services to 
medicine and the community. 

Next to present was David Stone, Barrister and Solicitor, and 
founder of Te Mata Law.  He spoke about his work to ensure 
Māori Battalion members and their families receive over 500 
service medals that, for a variety of reasons, had not been 
presented to soldiers of the Māori Battalion when they 
returned to NZ at the end of World War II.    

His Great-Uncle having died during the War in Italy, David 
began to investigate why the family, on the East Coast, had 
never received his medal.  He wrote to the Medals Department 
who then supplied the medal.  It transpired that his Great-
Uncle, and many of his friends, were too young to enlist and so 
they went to a different town and enlisted there where they 
were not known.  Hence, when the medals were sent, many of the recipients’ families were untraced. 

Starting with C Company, David undertook to go through thousands of files and followed-up with the 
families on the East Coast.  Over 134 soldiers had never received their medals.  At the request of Sir 
Bob Gillies, next David looked into D Company, and then the other Companies too.  In conjunction 
with the Medals Department, they found over 500 unreceived medals. 

The first medal presentation he arranged was at Pakepaki, Hawkes Bay.  Over four hundred people 
attended the presentation of four medals, which shows the level of importance felt by family and 
friends connected to the awardees.  

David has the recipients of three more Companies to trace, and he has now realised that he needs to 
do the same for all the women who served in the War too.  He receives no funding for this work but 
he recognises the importance of honouring these people. 

Following David’s presentation, we were delighted to hear from one of the Māori visitors 
attending our event.  She grew up with many of the soldiers in Tikitiki, in the Gisborne area, 
and she spoke of her memories of that time and how they would all stand up at their desks 
when they heard the soldiers marching. 
 
Future Events 

Auckland Heritage Week 

This year the Festival runs from Saturday 1st to Sunday 16th October 
2022 with the theme, Topography, taonga and trailblazers of Tāmaki 
Makaurau.  This is the same theme as last year when all Festival events 
had to be cancelled due to Covid.   

In conjunction with the Holy Trinity Cathedral and with thanks to organist Dr Philip Smith, on Sunday 
2nd October at 12pm we will hold an organ recital in St Mary’s, followed by refreshments in the 
Cathedral Visitors’ Centre.   More details will be sent out nearer to the event. 
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New Zealand History Federation Conference and AGM 
 

 

On 14 May Chair of Parnell Heritage, Julie Hill, and Executive Member Joanna Boileau attended the 
New Zealand History Federation (NZHF) AGM and conference, held in Onehunga at the historic 
Onehunga Community House (formerly Onehunga Primary School, built in 1901) (above).  It was a day 
of varied activities, with plenty of opportunity to network with members of other historical societies 
from around Auckland and further afield.  

The AGM was the first item on the agenda.  Lisa Truttman was unanimously re-elected President, 
Kenneth Stringer was re-elected Vice President and Alan Bray, Treasurer.  Lisa reported that with the 
introduction of the new history curriculum getting underway, several societies have had approaches 
from schools to provide input on aspects of local history and this is a good opportunity to engage with 
them.  It was decided at the AGM to maintain Legacy magazine in its current digital format, although 
more content is needed.  The NZHF website will be upgraded, with plans to make past issues of Legacy 
available online.  Lisa is currently exploring venues for next year’s conference, with Taumaranui a 
possibility. 

After morning tea the representatives of the historical societies attending gave reports on their 
activities since the last conference in 2021.  Many recounted similar experiences of cancelled events 
and low visitor numbers due to Covid restrictions and lockdowns, but there were also positive reports 
of successful activities such as heritage displays at agricultural shows in Kumeu, continuing public 
interest in and use of archives, and reopening of local museums, for example Devonport.  Julie 
reported on Parnell Heritage activities, in particular our recent work in response to the National Policy 
Statement on Urban Development and Auckland Council’s reassessment of Special Character Areas, 
and our application to Heritage New Zealand to list Dove-Myer Robinson Park, Judges Bay Reserve and 
Point Resolution as a Historic Area.  She also gave an update on the Erebus memorial. 

After lunch at Onehunga Community House we had the opportunity 
to visit three historic houses in Jellicoe Park.  The Onehunga 
Blockhouse (right) , built in 1860, is the sole remaining blockhouse 
of twelve defence strongposts built in and around Auckland prior to 
the New Zealand Wars.  Refurbished in 1966, it is now the home of 
the Onehunga Fencible and Historical Society, who were very 
welcoming hosts.  A replica fencible cottage (Journey's End), erected 
elsewhere in the town in 1859, was moved to Jellicoe Park in 1969.   
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Laishley House (left), a former manse constructed 
in Princes Street Onehunga, in 1859-60 for the first 
minister of the Congregational Church, Reverend 

Richard Laishley, was relocated to stand next to 
Journey's End in 1985.  

In the afternoon we went on a bus tour around 
Onehunga, viewing historic buildings including St 
Peters Anglican Church, one of the earliest 
churches in Auckland originally designed by Bishop 
Selwyn in 1848.  It has been considerably modified 
over the years.  We also viewed the Presbyterian 

Church on the corner of Onehunga Mall and  Grey Street, and several villas and workmen’s cottages.  
An interesting stop for afternoon tea was at the Railway Enthusiasts Society offices and museum, 
housed in the former Onehunga Railway Station building, erected in 1873.  In 1964 the Railway 
Enthusiasts Society purchased the station building and moved it from its original site on the corner of 
Onehunga Mall and Princes Street to its current site in Alfred Street.  The day concluded with a buffet 
dinner at Club Onehunga 2020, and a screening of a classic 1970s film about the history of Onehunga, 
The Onehunga Story. 

 
Housing Intensification Bill 

As you know, at the end of last year the Government passed the Resource Management (Housing) 
Amendment Act 2021 allowing three dwellings of three storeys on residential-zoned land throughout 
Auckland.   These  changes could have a significant impact on the heritage character of Auckland, 
particularly inner-city suburbs such as Parnell.  Submissions were invited, and Parnell Heritage was 
among the 966 submitters from throughout the country. 

The public feedback received by Auckland Council showed that Auckland is strongly in favour of 
keeping Special Character Areas (SCAs), and that they should be a “qualifying matter” in Council’s 
proposed plan change.   

The Council Planning Committee will meet on 30th June to consider the feedback and a draft plan 
change will be prepared for consideration at the Council meeting on 4th August.  Council will then 
formally notify its proposed changes to the Unitary Plan later in August, and the changes allowing 
three three-storey houses on all residential properties without resource consent will take effect 
immediately. Even if you make a submission to the Proposed Plan Change in August, it will not stop 
that happening.  The existing protection for those areas and homes which Council does not include as 
a “qualifying matter” will  be removed as soon as the plan change is notified. 

If you would like to express your concerns to your councillor for the future of Auckland, and its SCAs, 
go to the Auckland Council website for Councillors’ emails:  

https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-
works/governing-body-wards-committees/wards/Pages/ward-councillors.aspx 
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Erebus Memorial Update 

The following is an update from Taurarua/Mataharehare/Dove-Myer Robinson Park: - 

It might appear that everything has come to a grinding halt, however there are a number of 
actions in play behind the scenes which will hopefully bring this to a final resolution very soon.  
Currently we are awaiting the results of the second part of the Chief Ombudsman’s 
investigation into the complaints raised with respect to the Erebus Memorial: this time into 
Auckland Council for the non-notification of the memorial’s resource consent and their 
consultation process. 

Once these results are received, and the Ministry for Culture and Heritage has agreed to a 
formal process of mediation (as recommended by the Ombudsman), it is hoped that all those 
who want to be heard will finally be able to have their voice. 

The Petitions Select Committee members have advised that, given the report from the 
Ombudsman and his recommendation that the Ministry attempt to resolve the grievances 
caused as a result of their deficient and unreasonable process, they have put our petition on 
hold to November 2022. 

Whilst all this is going on in the back ground, on the actual site in the park, the Ministry have 
undertaken not to commence any works, so you will not see us on the gates or the Ministry’s 
security guards, for now.  We have requested that the Ministry removes the intrusive fencing 
and camera and return full use of the park to the community. To date, they have not 
responded to that request. 

The rāhui on the site has been extended to 30 November 2022 and has been sanctioned by 
the Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei taumata, kaumatua and kuia, and fully endorsed by Kīngi Tūheitia 
and the Kīngitanga.  We have advised the Ministry that the rāhui will be lifted only when Te 
Hā, and the whenua that sustains that tree, is fully protected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Remember, if you would like to take a more active role in Parnell Heritage or to help in any way, or if 
you have any suggestions for future events, or local places/history/people in which you are interested, 
please contact Sue (who looks after our administration) at andreassensue@gmail.com / 022 647 5155.     
 

 
www.parnellheritage.org.nz 

contact:  enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz / PO Box 37100, Parnell 1151 
 


