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Auckland Domain 

Dear Members 

After such a long, hot summer, these chillier mornings come as quite a shock!   But the 
Auckland parks are looking very beautiful with the autumn light and changing colours.  They 
are so well cared-for with mowers constantly on the go and play a big part in Auckland’s 
heritage.   
 
With so much uncertainty, it was understandable that our proposed walk in the Domain failed 
to attract your enthusiasm.  However, we look forward to arranging a similar event in the 
spring or early summer. 
 
As well as ongoing heritage updates, this newsletter gives details of our next event planned: 
an ANZAC commemoration, a few weeks late, at the Parnell Returned Services Club. 
 
Remember, if you would like to take a more active role in Parnell Heritage or to help in any 
way, please contact Sue (who looks after our administration) at andreassensue@gmail.com 
/ 022 647 5155.     

With best wishes, 
Julie Hill 

Chair 
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Meet Lynne Abram, our Newest Executive Member 
 
Kia Ora,  
 
I’ve lived in Tamaki Makaurau/Auckland since 2020, having previously 
spent many years working in the media.  Now retired I’m drawn to public 
organisations that embrace my interests, e.g. local history.  I look forward 
to supporting and meeting those involved in the Parnell Heritage Society. 
 

Lynne Abram  
 
 
In Memory of so many – an Event at the Parnell Returned Services Club 
 
We are very grateful to the Parnell Returned Services Club for offering 
their premises to us for an ANZAC event, although a few weeks after the 
actual Day.  We hope to have a presentation on the role of the Māori 
Battalion during WW11.  Also, we hope to welcome again Greg Moyle, 
who previously has shared his vast knowledge of military history and his 
recollections of attending Anzac Day at Gallipoli.  Once the presentations 
are confirmed, we will send out the flyer for the event. 

The event will take place at the Parnell Returned Services Club, 139 
Parnell Road, on Sunday 22nd May at 3.00pm, with refreshments being 
served.  There will be no charge for members of Parnell Heritage, but 
koha will be appreciated.  Numbers will be limited so please register your attendance with Sue: 
andreassensue@gmail.com, 022 647 5155.  Following the presentations, the RSC bar will be open 
with an opportunity for us to enjoy a drink together too. 

 

Updates on Parnell’s Heritage 
 
Resource Management (Housing) Amendment Act 2021 

Despite strong opposition, the government passed this act to allow three 3-storey dwellings on 
residential-zoned land without the need for resource consent and with minimal design requirements.  
The Council has been reviewing the homes and areas protected currently by Special Character Area 
rules, and in Auckland it is likely one-third of these will lose their protection.  Obviously, the impact 
throughout the city will be considerable, with developers building to the maximum 12 metre height 
and minimal design standards, as there is no requirement for them to do otherwise. 

It is understood that maps showing where Special Character protection has been removed will be 
released mid-April.  From then the process will be: - 

 Feedback on the proposals from the public can be submitted late April/early May 
 The Council will notify its changes to the Unitary Plan in August when the changes take effect. 
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To express your concerns for the future of Auckland, either visit 
https://akhaveyoursay.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/housing, or email your local Councillors and Board 
members – their email addresses are given on the Auckland Council website.   

 

Application to Heritage New Zealand  

After considerable work by Executive member Joanna Boileau, Heritage New Zealand has accepted 
Parnell Heritage’s submission to list Dove-Myer Robinson Park, Judges Bay Reserve and Point 
Resolution as a Historic Area.   So, the assessment process has begun, but it is likely to be at least 
twelve months before the result of the nomination is known. 

 
Erebus Memorial 
 
The 31-page Chief Ombudsman’s report has now 
been received on the proposed siting of the 
Erebus Memorial in Dove-Myer Robinson Park.   
The key points in the report are: - 
 The Ministry for Culture and Heritage’s lack of 

public consultation on the siting of the 
memorial is deemed “unreasonable”, the 
process was “defective” leading to the 
“tainting” of the proposal; 

 The obligations under the Treaty of Waitangi, 
to consult all Tāmaki Makaurau iwi, have been 
breached. 

 
The Ombudsman went on to confirm the “strong arguments” by Erebus family members against the 
location and confirms the view of Auckland Council that while the site might be “workable”, a better 
option would be closer to the airport.  It is noted that there were over 24,000 signatories to the 
petition raised by an Erebus family member to protect the Park.   
 
The Ministry has until 7th April to respond to the report.  Mediation has been requested to include all 
nineteen iwi, as well as other aggrieved parties. 

 
 
 
 
Remember, if you would like to take a more active role in Parnell Heritage or to help in any way, please contact 
Sue (who looks after our administration) at andreassensue@gmail.com / 022 647 5155.     
 
If you have any suggestions for future events, or local places/history/people in which you are interested, and 
which might be suitable subjects for events, please don’t hesitate to contact Sue via the details given below. 

 
www.parnellheritage.org.nz 

contact:  enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz / PO Box 37100, Parnell 1151 


