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Dear Members 

What a year!  Despite lockdowns, vaccinations, border limits, and all the other effects 
of this pandemic, I do hope you are managing to enjoy life.   None of our usual events 
has taken place, of course, apart from the AGM which was a shadow of its usual 
convivial experience. 

So, with a positive view and constraints behind us (we hope!), let’s all enjoy a bright 
and beautiful New Zealand summer! 

Remember, if you would like to take a more active role in Parnell Heritage or to help 
in any way, please contact Sue (who looks after our administration) at 
andreassensue@gmail.com / 09 846 7661 / 022 647 5155.   
   

With best wishes, 
Julie Hill 

Chair 
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2021 Annual General Meeting 
 

Postponed several times from our usual September 
date, the AGM finally took place online on Thursday 
4th November.  Julie Hill gave her Chair’s report, and 
Alastair Bell reported on all financial matters, so the 
main business was completed.  Election of the 
Executive was completed after the Zoom event via 
email.  But we all missed our usual get-together at 
The Parnell Hotel and let’s hope our AGM can revert 
back there next year! 
 

 
Erebus Memorial Update (below drone photos taken of the site by Conan Fitzpatrick - the orange 
area marks the footprint of the proposed Memorial and access pathway) 

 

Despite the best efforts of many, it seems that the Prime Minister and the Ministry for Culture and 
Heritage are determined that the Erebus Memorial is to proceed in Dove-Myer Robinson Park. 
Together with this Newsletter, we attach a report on Te Hā, the giant Pōhutukawa tree that could 
well be compromised by the planned structure.  A site at Western Springs, the MOTAT Museum of 
Transport and Technology, has been suggested as a more suitable position. 

In a response by Steve Philips, Kaumatua Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei, he writes of the impact of tonnes of 
coarse aggregate applied and compacted on the site, along with drainage material, with the extent 
of the earthworks being 534sqm (as outlined above, by the cones to the left and right of the orange 
foot print markers). Inevitably, the 132 tonnes (equivalent to 60 Range Rovers),  will leach into 
groundwater and there is a danger that the cliff face could be destabilised by the earthwork 
vibrations.  Te Hā is in its prime and if historical growth continues, increases its growth by around 1% 
p.a. Thus, in the north and east of the tree, its growth will need to be continually pruned to 
accommodate the new structure and seats. 

Resource Management Amendment Bill 

Following the receipt of public submissions, the link to the Environment Committee’s Amendment 
to the Resource Management (Enabling Housing Supply and Other Matters) Amendment Bill is 
https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/reports/document/SCR_118070/resource-management-enabling-
housing-supply-and-other    
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Application to Heritage new Zealand  

Executive member, Joanna Boileau, is preparing  an application to Heritage New Zealand to list Dove-
Myer Robinson Park, Judges Bay Reserve and Point Resolution as a Heritage Area.   Joanna is now 
consulting on the draft application with parties who have interests in the area,  including Waitemata 
Local Board, Auckland Council and iwi.  

Cathedral land, top of St Stephen’s Avenue 

Parnell Heritage, along with Parnell Community Committee Parnell locals, will have to wait till the 
new year for the Council planners to determine whether or not a non-notifiable resource consent 
will be granted for an apartment building to 6 stories (not allowed under the current Unitary Plan 
rules) on this site.   We have indicated our concern on several occasions to the Waitemata Local Board 
in regard to the height proposed for such a prominent position within the historic church precinct 
surrounding Holy Trinity Cathedral. 

And finally, as we all need some , here is a recipe (from 1956) for…..  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
250g butter 
250g brown sugar 
6 eggs 
1 lemon rind/juice  
½ tspn each ground: cinnamon, cloves,  
   Mixed spice, nutmeg 

 
 

 
½ cup black treacle 
375g flour 
2lb dried fruit 
1 cup fruit juice or cider 
1 tspn bicarb 
⅓ cup rum 

 Cream butter and sugar.  Beat in egg yolks with lemon, spices and treacle. 
 Stir in half the flour with half the fruit and enough liquid to moisten.  Add bicarb to remaining 

flour and add with rest of the fruit. 
 Before completely mixed, whip egg whites stiffly and fold in, adding remaining liquid and rum. 
 Bake in slow over (165◦C) for 2 to 3 hours. 
 
 
If you have any suggestions for future events, or local places/history/people in which you are 
interested, and which might be suitable subjects for events, please don’t hesitate to contact Sue via 
the details given below. 

 
www.parnellheritage.org.nz 

contact:  enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz / PO Box 37100, Parnell 1151 


