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Parnell’s Gems – Two views from the path leading to St Stephen’s Taurarua from Judges Bay:  
the view up to the Chapel and back down to Judges Bay  

 

 

Dear Members 

Despite the winter weather, Parnell continues to display beauty and heritage.  
The photo above of the view to Judges Bay from St Stephen’s Taurarua is a fine 
example of this and we are pleased to advise that at our AGM we will have a 
presentation on the boat-building industry that took place in this bay in the first 
quarter of the 20th Century – details in this Newsletter.  

Also, we give details of our event during Auckland Heritage Week, when the 
theme for 2021 is Topography, taonga and trailblazers of Tāmaki Makaurau. 

We hope you enjoy the following delightful report of an historic reunion of 
friends who were students at Parnell School from 1948 to 1955. 

Remember, if you would like to take a more active role in Parnell Heritage and 
join our friendly Executive team, or to help in any way, please contact Sue (who 
looks after our administration) on andreassensue@gmail.com / 09 846 7661 / 
022 647 5155.     

With best wishes, 
Chair: Julie Hill 
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Reunion at Parnell School – Written by former student, Brian O’Brien 

 
 
Although the weather on Sunday 6 June 2021 may have been wet and cool, there was 
definitely a warm atmosphere at the informal gathering of former classmates who attended 
Parnell School from 1947 - 1955. They came from far and wide, and some had not seen the 
others for 65 years.  
 
With my family, I lived in what is known as the Stonemason’s Cottage in Falcon Street, Parnell, 
and those days at Parnell School were some of the best of my life.  I wondered if other past 
pupils had similar favourable memories of their school days and would be interested in 
getting together.  With the help of friends and the internet, over a dozen people were located. 
Their response was overwhelmingly enthusiastic.  One was fortunately still living in Parnell 
and has grandchildren attending the school and liaised with the School authorities. 
 
Thus, the very comfortable staff room was made available for our lunchtime get-together.  
Eleven past pupils and their spouses braved the elements to join in an excited exchange of 
recollections of people, buildings and routines at the school, as well as sharing of their careers 
after leaving school.  
 
There was much reminiscing about the austere conditions after the War and how rationing of 
sugar, butter, pork, beef and lamb, tea, clothing and footwear, and petrol was not completely 
over till mid-1950.  Fruit was not freely available because orchards declined during the War 
and did not fully recover till 1955. 
 
Most of us had walked to school some considerable distances in bare feet.  The classes were 
larger than today’s, some having as many as 45 children.  Teaching was formal and lunch was 
mainly sandwiches: vegemite and lettuce, vegemite alone or peanut butter.  
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It was agreed that our time at Parnell School was some of the most enjoyable times in our 
lives.  It was a privilege to grow up in the 1950’s, with opportunities for free tertiary education 
as well as primary and secondary schooling.  A good number went on to have professions in 
medicine, primary, secondary and tertiary education, businesses, local government and the 
church.  Indeed, a remarkable cohort.  
 
‘Truly great friends are hard to find, difficult to leave and impossible to forget.’ This was 
certainly true of this gathering. 
 

New Zealand History Federation Conference and AGM, Waiuku 

View of Waiuku township and jetty in 1898, with the Kentish Hotel in the background on the right. Auckland 
Weekly News, 30 December 1898.  Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections, AWNS18981230. 

 

The NZ History Federation held its 2021 Conference and Annual General Meeting in Waiuku 
from 30th April to 2nd May 2021. The event was hosted by Waiuku Museum whose members 
provided wonderful hospitality.  There was ample time to explore its diverse and eclectic 
collection, ranging from Maori artefacts and items reflecting the area's agricultural and 
maritime past, to the businesses which thrived in Waiuku from the mid-Nineteenth Century. 
From the 1840’s, Waiuku developed as a strategic port on the Manukau harbour on the 
ancient Maori portage route between the Waikato River and the Manukau.  After Auckland 
was founded in 1841, this became an important trading route between the fledgling capital 
and the rich fertile lands of the Waikato. 
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Executive member, Joanna Boileau, represented Parnell Heritage at the event.  During the 
Saturday, each of the historical societies and museums attending reported on their activities 
and issues.  The impact of Covid on visitor numbers and event-planning was a common theme, 
with many stories of cancelled or postponed events.   Another ongoing theme which has been 
raised at previous meetings was ageing volunteers and the difficulty of attracting younger 
people.  Joanna reported on Parnell Heritage activities over the past year, which have involved 
spending a lot of time and effort preparing submissions to Auckland Council on resource 
consent applications and appearing at hearings. Parnell, like suburbs all over Auckland, is 
coming under increasing pressure from developers as a result of the push for intensification 
under the Unitary Plan.  We are having to be more and more vigilant about what developers 
are planning and the impact on the heritage character of our suburb. Our neighbour, Remuera 
Heritage, reported similar pressures in recent years.  

The AGM followed, a decision being made to suspend publication of NZ Legacy, the official 
journal of the New Zealand History Federation.  It is expensive to produce in hard copy format 
and it has been increasingly difficult to obtain enough contributions. 

In the afternoon, we boarded the historic 
Ratahi for a cruise on the Manukau Harbour 
(pictured right).   Built in Tauranga in 1938 as a 
charter fishing vessel, the Ratahi was restored 
in 2019. This relaxing trip certainly brought 
home the advantages of travel by water, 
particularly in the Nineteenth Century when 
roads were rough and few and far between, 
and the importance of the maritime trading 
route between the Waikato and Auckland.  We cruised up the long estuary of the Waiuku 
River, pausing to view points of interest along the way.  These included the scenic Waitangi 
Falls, NZ Steel Mills, and Sandspit with its bird sanctuary.  The Waiuku steel mill was the first 
steel plant in the country, built in the mid-1960s to make use of the black mineral sand 
deposits at Waikato Heads.  It is still in operation today.   

The day ended with dinner at the historic Kentish Hotel in Waiuku, built in 1851 by Edward 
Constable who migrated from Maidstone, Kent.  Saved from serious damage after a disastrous 
fire in Waiuku’s main street in 1926, the hotel lays claim to the longest continuous liquor 
license in New Zealand. 

Heard Park, Parnell 

Recently we sent you an email to draw your attention 
to this public consultation on the redevelopment of 
Heard Park on Parnell Road. 
 
The gift of the land, on which the park sits, was from 
the Heard family (of Heard's Candy fame).   The 
intention of the gift was to have an area for the 
enjoyment of children, especially Parnell children. 
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Public feedback is now open until Sunday 4 July 2021.  In the invitation to the public, 
Waitematā Local Board Chair, Richard Northey, said, “We want to encourage greater use of 
the park and to further establish it as a key community space within Parnell.”  The Board’s 
parks portfolio holder, Adriana Avendaño Christie, agrees and says she encourages Parnell 
residents and other Aucklanders to provide feedback on the draft concept plan, commenting, 
“There are lots of ideas in the draft plan that aim to see Heard Park re-imagined as a dynamic 
civic space.  Increased accessibility, a more inspiring play space, new artworks and better 
reflection of the cultural history of the site are just a few of the ideas presented.  Let us know 
what you think and give us some ideas of your own. We need your feedback to help us make 
Heard Park great.” 

 
Past Event 

Despite the last-minute change of venue to Selwyn Library, over 30 
people attended our ANZAC event on 2nd May.  After an enjoyable 
afternoon tea and an opportunity to catch up with friends, Dr Michael 
Klaassen FRACS gave a presentation about the origins and 
development of New Zealand plastic surgery.  The horrific injuries 
suffered by soldiers serving in the First and Second World Wars were 
the catalyst for these advances. 

Drs Klaassen and Brown took four years to write their book, 
Perfection: The Life and Times of Sir William Manchester.  
Unfortunately, Dr Earle Brown was unwell and unable to 
attend the event, but their book was raffled and won by a 
delighted Shelagh Coop – see photo on the left of Shelagh with 
Dr Klaassen. 

With little known about facial reconstruction before the two 
World Wars, Dr Klaassen gave a fascinating account of the 
processes that evolved and the characters who led the way.  
Sir William Manchester grew up on a farm in south 
Canterbury, serving in the army during World War II.  He was 
then selected to train under some of the great plastic surgery 
pioneers - including New Zealanders Sir Harold Gillies, Sir 

Archibald McIndoe, Rainsford Mowlem and John Barron.  After this training, he was posted 
to No. 1 General Hospital, Helwan, Egypt, to establish a plastic surgery unit for wounded New 
Zealand soldiers.  

In 1944 he returned to New Zealand and helped 
develop the plastic surgery unit at Burwood 
Hospital in Christchurch, primarily for wounded 
soldiers but also for selected civilian patients.  
Then at the end of 1950, after a spell back in 
England helping McIndoe at East Grinstead 
where the Guinea Pig Club was established for 
wounded soldiers, he established the plastic 
surgery unit at Middlemore Hospital in 
Auckland, training generations of young surgeons and nurses, and becoming a world expert in the 
field of plastic and reconstructive surgery.  
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Future Events 

2021 Annual General Meeting    

Please mark your diaries – our AGM will take place on 
Thursday 9th September 2021 at The Parnell Hotel, 10-
20 Gladstone Road.  Come along at 7.00pm and enjoy 
a free drink with us all, and the meeting will start at 
7.30pm.  We are delighted to announce that Paul 
Slattery will talk about his ancestor, Joe Slattery, who 
had a boat-building business in Judges Bay early in the 
20th Century. 
 

Auckland Heritage Week 

This year the Festival runs from Saturday 2nd to Sunday 17th October 2021 with the theme, 
Topography, taonga and trailblazers of Tāmaki Makaurau.   In conjunction with the Holy 
Trinity Cathedral and with thanks to organist Phillip Smith, on Sunday 3rd October at 12pm we 
will hold an organ recital in St Mary’s, followed by refreshments in the Cathedral visitors’ 
Centre.   More details will be sent out nearer to the event. 

 

Heritage Updates 

Bishopscourt 

Bishop John Simkin (15th June 1883 - 8th July 1967) accompanies the Queen, and Dean Rae 
Monteith is with the Duke of Edinburgh at St Mary's, Parnell, Christmas day 1953, during the 

Queen’s first visit to New Zealand (photograph credited to Cornelius Stone) 
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Executive member, John Waterson, found this excellent photo of the Queen’s visit to Parnell 
in 1953. 
 
Also, The Right Reverend Ross Bay, Bishop of Auckland, has advised that remedial work is 
about to get underway at Bishopscourt.  The main project is to replace the shingle roof on the 
Selwyn Library and the main part of the house itself.  The belfry is not included as this work 
was done more recently.  
 
The building will be scaffolded and plastic-wrapped during the process.  While the scaffolding 
is up, some remedial painting will take place especially around windows that are very high at 
the back of the property.  Some repair work of the chimneys will also be done. 
 
The roof is being replaced with like-for-like material to retain the current look of the house. 
Auckland Council Heritage and Heritage NZ have both been consulted about the work.  
 

Summerset Retirement Village Development, Cheshire Street 

The three independent commissioners who presided at the Resource Consent hearing for the 
Summerset Retirement Village development in the Waipapa Valley, adjacent to Parnell 
Railway Station, handed down their decision on 21st May 2021.  Unfortunately, despite the 
many written and verbal submissions opposing the application, the Commissioners have 
granted consent for the development to go ahead, without any reduction in the building 
heights sought.   

In the commissioners’ decision there are many conditions placed on the developers, mainly 
relating to the construction phase, including erosion and sediment control, construction noise 
and vibration management, traffic management and ground water monitoring, as well as 
building acoustic design and landscape management and maintenance.  Regarding heritage, 
the developers are required to record any remains of the former railway workshops which 
occupied the site.  The decision largely ignores our submission in relation to the heritage 
values of the Auckland Domain and the Parnell Railway Station.  The station would be isolated, 
shielded and excluded by the proposed buildings, and would lose its existing connection to 
Parnell and sever existing visual and physical linkages to the Auckland Domain from Parnell. 

The decision is very disappointing, particularly for residents in the immediate neighbourhood 
who will have to endure many years of disruption while the development is under 
construction.   On 11th June 2021, the 11 Cheshire Street Body Corporate (CBC) filed an appeal 
in the Environment Court against the decision of the Auckland Council approving the 
Summerset application.  The CBC were one of the key submitters opposing the application 
and produced expert traffic, acoustic and planning evidence at the hearing. 

Parnell Heritage will be watching the progress of the appeal closely, along with many other 
objectors.  Regardless of the outcome, we plan to continue to liaise with Summerset in order 
to ensure that the heritage of Parnell and the Waipapa Valley in particular is appropriately 
recognised in the development.  
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Erebus Memorial Update 

On 20th May, a petition to The Prime Minister, initiated by Margaret Brough who lost her 
father in the Erebus crash, was delivered to parliament with 12,193 signatures (now at 
14,400), calling for the location of the proposed site for the National Erebus Memorial in 
Dove-Myer Robinson Park to be re-thought.  The protectors/petitioners have now been asked 
to submit a written submission in support of the petition by 13th July.  
 
For those of you who missed it, there was a very 
balanced article on the proposed Erebus memorial 
site by Mike White in the Sunday Star Times, and on 
stuff.co.nz entitled “Bitter battle over Erebus 
memorial splits families, iwi, politicians and 
community” 
(https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/125324453/bitter-battle-over-erebus-memorial-splits-
families-iwi-politicians-and-community?cid=app-iPhone).   
 
There is also an interesting article on stuff.co.nz, entitled “the challenges of creating a 
memorial in the aftermath of a crisis” (https://i.stuff.co.nz/business/opinion-
analysis/300333159/the-challenges-in-creating-a-memorial-in-the-aftermath-of-a-crisis). 
 
Quite obviously, in this instance, the Government chose to rush the process and in so doing 
took short cuts which have resulted in this unfortunate situation: people living in our park for 
over 110 days to protect it from development and to save the iconic Pohutukawa.   
 
There are a number of things going on behind the scenes, which we believe will see this 
resolved in a satisfactory manner in the near future. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Remember, if you would like to take a more active role in Parnell Heritage or to help in any way, or if 
you have any suggestions for future events, or local places/history/people in which you are interested, 
please contact Sue (who looks after our administration) at andreassensue@gmail.com / 09 846 7661 
/ 022 647 5155.     
 

 
www.parnellheritage.org.nz 

contact:  enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz / PO Box 37100, Parnell 1151 
 

 


