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The Statue of Sir Dove-Myer Robinson in Aotea Square 

Dear Members 

To look on the bright side of the present pandemic situation, now at least we all have time to 
read, consider, enjoy, create, and do all the things we thought we never had time for!  This 
includes time to enjoy the sights, sounds and smells of the parks and green spaces in our city 
– always, of course, maintaining a two-metre distance from each other.  Prime among these 
havens is Parnell’s own Sir Dove-Myer Robinson Park and the rose gardens beside it.  We will 
have time to enjoy the autumn light and mellow colours that these areas offer, and the 
exceptional view across our beautiful, unpolluted harbour.  
 
The Erebus memorial is in the news again and we report on the situation in this Newsletter.  
We thought the statue above of Sir Dove-Myer Robinson was a great reminder of this ‘larger-
than-life’ gentleman whose efforts ensured, among other things, that today we can happily 
swim in our harbour beaches – it could so easily have been VERY different!   
 
We hope you all keep safe and well throughout this difficult time.  If anyone needs help or 
simply a chat, contact Sue, our secretary, on 022 647 5155 / 846 7661. 
 

With best wishes, 
Chair:  Julie Hill 
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Erebus Memorial 
 
As you will have seen from our recent email to you, the Duty Commissioner ruled that there 
would be no public notification about the proposed Erebus memorial in the Dove-Myer 
Robinson Park.  On Wednesday 18th March 2020, the Waitematā Local Board decided to grant 
consent to build the controversially-located 95 square metre steel structure on the delightful 
green lawn in the Park that, at present, gives a unique viewshaft to the harbour, the only 
unchanged view that remains.   However, the Waitematā Local Board is still to give 
Landowner Approval.  

  
Dismay has been expressed by Parnell residents, 
local politicians and various groups that public 
notification was not granted.  Jo Malcolm, 
spokesperson for Save Robbies Park and whose 
father-in-law was an Erebus disaster victim, said, 
“Our disappointment came a week ago when 
they decided not to publicly notify it.  That was 
gutting.  We’re an Erebus family as well as a local 
community and the decision not to notify 
basically shut down any negotiation……  We believe very strongly that the Erebus families 
deserve a memorial, but they have completely got this structure wrong.  It’s in the wrong 
place, it has absolutely no links to the park, and the Ministry’s own experts and Boffa Miskell 
told them in August 2018 this was not the right site for the Erebus memorial.”   
 
The archaeologist’s report (https://mch.govt.nz/national-erebus-memorial/archaeological-
assessment) confirms the presence of the remains of Kilbryde House and its paths and 
gardens beneath the area that will have to be excavated to accommodate the large structure 
of the proposed Erebus memorial.   We will be writing to Heritage NZ and Waitematā Local 
Board to convey our concern at this planned significant alteration to an historic site, and also 
to ask for guidance as to the procedure necessary to request that the Dove-Myer Robinson 
Park be designated an "historic site", with associated extent of place. 

 

Kilbryde House 

Kilbryde House was built in 1881, in what is now Dove-Myer 
Robinson Park.  It was designed by Architect Thomas 
Mahoney and was the home of John Logan Campbell until his 
death in 1912.  With an unhappy link with today, the house 
was used as a temporary hospital ward during the 1918 
influenza epidemic.   It had a floor area of 7700 sq. ft and was 
demolished in 1924.  Visit https://youtu.be/zHX9nCDuFMc . 
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Sir Dove-Myer Robinson  
 
Renowned for his rejection of the plan to discharge effluent into the Waitematā Harbour at Browns 
Island, which today would have meant our beautiful beaches were ruined and the toxic sea no longer 
swimmable, Sir Dove-Myer Robinson was recognised as a hero and the park was named for him, in 
recognition of the massive contribution he had made to the city.  
 
As his two daughters wrote recently in the NZ Herald,  

“He is still remembered today. People still talk about him and say, "If only we had listened to 
Robbie." 

In 2001, the Auckland City Council erected a statue of him in Aotea Square.  In 1981, the 
Auckland City Council renamed Parnell Park, Dove-Myer Robinson Park.  He died in 1989 and 
his ashes were sprinkled on the Waitematā Harbour.  The family's memorial plaque to him is 
located there, along with a bench so that the people of Auckland can sit quietly and enjoy the 
view of the harbour he saved. 

Our concern as a family is that if the Erebus Memorial were to be placed there, it would not 
be long before the park became known as the Erebus Park.  It seems an outrage to us that a 
park, named to honour our father, is being considered as the site of a memorial to another 
group of people.  Doing so would destroy the one and in no way adequately recognise the 
other. 

Our father is not some long dead, dusty figure. He still lives on in the memories of people alive 
today. Young people who never knew him gather at his statue to have their photos taken….. 

We are totally supportive of a memorial to the Erebus victims but placing it in the Dove-Myer 
Robinson Park, besides being abusive to our father's memory, is underselling the importance 
of the memorial to the Erebus families. 

The Erebus families need their own place that symbolically reflects the gravity of their tragedy 
and which does not have its genesis in conflict and disagreement.” 

 

Judges Bay Track 

We wondered if any of you have early photos showing the old road/track that would have run from 
Judges Bay to St George’s Bay during the mid to late 19th Century.  If so, please would you send to 
enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz.  

Also, it is noted that the remains of the pathway and steps leading up to William Swainson's Cottage 
(greatly modified over the years and finally demolished in 1957) are still there.   Swainson was New 
Zealand's first Attorney General, and nearby stood the house of his colleague, William Martin, first 
Chief Justice, and the small hospital where his wife Mary Ann cared for Maori people, confirming the 
significance of the area for the whole of New Zealand. 
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Journal No. 8 

We are pleased to advise that our latest journal will be available soon.  In the current climate, it is 
unlikely we will be able to have our enjoyable get-together to celebrate the launch but there is no 
reason why we cannot enjoy the journal’s contents and we will advise a mail order system when it is 
available.  As always, Joanna Boileau and her Journal Team, comprising Jenny Leatham, Graham Bush 
and Rendell McIntosh, have produced a top-quality issue packed with interesting items.  These 
include stories about: - 

 The Maori hospital in Judges Bay established in the 1840s by Mary Ann Martin, wife of Chief 
Justice William Martin 

 Three historic houses in Parnell which have been lost to development 
 The Marion Davis Library at Auckland Hospital 
 George Fraser’s iron foundry in Stanley Street 
 Pharmacists in Parnell from 1900 
 Electric trams in Parnell 
 The proposed Waipapa Greenway, a walkway and 

cycleway through the disused 1873 railway tunnel 
between Parnell and Newmarket 

 A summary of the status of heritage in Auckland from 
Auckland Council, 'Heritage Counts'.                       1914 showing work on second Newmarket/Parnell tunnel  

In the Journal we invite you to contribute to our Parnell Street names project.  Eventually our aim is 
to publish accurate and comprehensive information about every street, so we need information 
about the origin or formation of any particular street in Parnell.  Please email this to 
grahamwabush@outlook.co.nz or  enquiries@parnellheritage.org.  
 
Future Events 
 
Sadly, these are ‘on hold’ until further notice.  Some of the events in the pipeline are: - 
 An event in April, arranged by the Anglican Historical Society, about Dr Purchas, Mayor of Parnell, in St 

Peter’s Church, Onehunga, has been postponed and it is hoped will be arranged for a future date 
 A possible presentation by Len Bell on his book about NZ architecture ‘Strangers Arrive’ 
 A tour of the Auckland Museum 
 A stall at the Parnell Farmers’ Market  
 AGM August/September 2020 
 Heritage Festival September 2020  
 Rose Festival November 2020 
 
Remember, if you would like to take a more active role in Parnell Heritage or to help in any way, please contact 
Sue (who looks after our administration) at andreassensue@gmail.com / 09 846 7661 / 022 647 5155.     
 
If you have any suggestions for future events, or local places/history/people in which you are interested, and 
which might be suitable subjects for events, please don’t hesitate to contact Sue via the details given below. 

 
www.parnellheritage.org.nz 

contact:  enquiries@parnellheritage.org.nz / PO Box 37100, Parnell 1151 


